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The Effect of Married Women’ s Employment on Their Fertility in Urban China
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the effects of married women’ s employment on their fertility and examines the role of
individual capitals (education and hukou) and economic support (husband income) in their fertility based on the data
from the 3rd National Survey on the Status of Women in 2010 in the perspective of new home economics. The results show

that women’ s employment has passive effects on their fertility and first birth age in the urban and individual capital tend
to enhance the negative impacts of women s employment on their fertility rate while the economic support from husband is
no clear significance on women’ s fertility rate. The implications of the finding on the relevant social policy are discussed
to alleviate the contradiction of women’ s childbearing and their employment.

Key Words: Married Women, Employment, Fertility
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